
 

  

with  the  Father,  shows  the  way  to  the  true  life;;  He  is  the  Way,  and  no  one  comes  to  
the  Father     also  no  angel     except  through  Him,  the  Son  (cf.  Jn  14:6).  He  is  the  door  

this  remains  true  for  all  angels,  for  those  who  adhere  Him  in  loving  adoration  and  for  

because  of  His  authority  over  them.    
b)  The  faithful  servants  of  Christ  
Then   the  Catechism  mentions   three   characteristics  which   refer,   at   least   in   the   strict  
sense,  only  to  the  holy  angels:    

do  his  word,  hearkening  to  the  voice  
CCC  329)    

Further,    
messengers  of  his  

saving  plan all  ministering  spirits  sent  forth  to  serve,  for  the  
CCC  331).  

CCC  331).    
From  the  time  of  paradise  itself   the  help  of  the  Holy  Angels  was  necessary  to  man-­
kind;;  it  became  even  more  so  after  the  fall,  and  in  a  certain  sense  even  more  so  again  

Children  of  the  Woman  with  increased  fury  after  the  exaltation  of  the  Son  of  God  (cf  

and  help  to  attain  salvation.    
4.  Dear  Brothers  in  the  Priesthood  
Every  single  day,  we  are  invited  to  lift  up  our  eyes  and  heart  to  this  marvelous  world  
of  God.  They  are  already  filled  with  the  eternal  bliss  of  the  beatific  vision.  They  fol-­
low   their   Lord   and   God   and   descend   down   to   us   at   every   celebration   of   the   holy  
Mass,   the  celebration  of   the  Incarnation  and  Death,   the  Resurrection  and  Ascension  
of  our  Lord.  May  they  fill  us,  each  day  anew,  with  greater  and  greater  devotion  and  
gratitude,  faith  and  love  towards  Jesus.    
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Dear  Brothers  in  the  Priesthood!  

We  are  about  to  start  our  meditations  on  the  angels  in  the  New  Testament.  The  Holy  
Father  in  his  post-­
unity  of  Sacred  Scripture.  We  are   familiar  with   the   rule   to   interpret   the  Old  Testa-­
ment  in  light  of  the  New  Testament.  The  holy  Gospels  describe  to  us  the  life  of  our  
Lord   Jesus   Christ,   the   Son   of  God  Who   became  man!      The   fact   that  God   has   de-­
scended   among  His   creatures,   evidently   must   influence   the  ministry   of   the   angels.  
Before  we  immerse  ourselves  into  New  Testament  sources,  we  want  to  hear  first  what  
the  Church  tells  us  about  the  angels  under  the  guidance  of  the  Holy  Spirit.    

1.    The  Angels  in  the  Gospels  

The  angels  in  the  Old  Testament  were  principally  mediators  between  God  and  man.  
In  one  of  the  first  references,  an  angel  appeared  to  Hagar,  the  handmaid  of  Abraham,  
in  the  desert;;  his  approach  is  tender  and  he  consoles  her  with  a  promise  (cf.  Gen  16).  

the  prophet  Zachariah  and  accompanied  him  constantly.    

the  angels  in  the  Old  Testament,  though  now  the  references  is  mainly  the  Son  of  God  
who  became  man:  Now   they  direct   the  people   to   the  Church,   to  Christ  and   through  
Him  to  God.  
In  the  Gospels,  we  will  see,   the  angels  are  very  much  centered  on  Christ.  They  had  
committed  themselves  to  Him  in  their  trial.  And  ever  since  Adam  and  Eve  they  had  
been  expecting  his  coming.  Now,  they  adore  and  serve  Him,  they  surround  Him  con-­
stantly  as  in  heaven.  They  also  lead  men  to  Him,  for  their  salvation,  but  much  more  

  

2.    The  basic  truths  about  the  pure  spirits    

In  order  to  appreciate  and  understand  better  the  revealed  truth  about  the  angels,  let  us    
consider  their  being  and  mission,  their  presence  and  tasks  in  the  light  of  the  teaching  

the  primary  setting  for  scriptural  interpretation  is  the  life  of  the  



  

 

Church Verbum  Domini,  29.2).  We  find  it  summarized  in  the  Cate-­
chism   of   the  Catholic   Church -­   un   criterio  

trine  on  the  good  angels  is  found  in  the  numbers  328-­336,  and  350-­352,  on  the  fallen  
ones  in  391-­395  and  414-­415;;  beyond  these,  there  are  about  70  other  references  in  the  
Catechism  on  the  angels.    

  
-­

  
-­corporeal   beings   that   Sacred  Scripture  

usually  calls   angels   is  a  truth  of  faith.  The  witness  of  Scripture  is  as  clear  
CCC  328).  

As   pure,   created   spirits   their   nature   is   completely   simple   and   undivided.   In   conse-­

it:      
Angel  is  the  name  of  their  office,  not  of  their  nature.  If  

you  seek  the  name  of  their  nature,  it  is  spirit;;  if  you  seek  the  name  of  their  
office,  it  is  angel:  from  what  they  are,  spirit,  from  what  they  do,  angel

CCC  329).    
whole   beings   the   angels   are   servants   and   messengers   of  

CCC  329).    

ing  partial  in  their  actions.  This  applies  equally  to  the  obedience  of  the  good  angels  as  
well   as   to   the  hated   and   rebellion  of   the   fallen   spirits.  This  marks   their   person   and  
personality.  

personal   (cf.   Pius   XII,   Humani   generis:   DS   3891)   and   immortal   (cf.   Lk  
20:36)  creatures,  surpassing  in  perfection  all  visible  creatures,  as  the  splen-­
dor  of  their  glory  bears  witness  (cf.  Dan  10:9-­ CCC  330).  

  Herewith,  the  Church  teaches  clearly  that  every  angel  is  a  distinct,  individual  person  
with  his  own  capacity  to  understand  and  make  his  own  free  choice.  They  are  immor-­

  

  
agere  sequitur  esse      the  action  follows  the  be-­

teristic  of  the  spirit  is  that  it  is  constantly  in  action.  It  means  for  the  angels  that  they  
live  constantly  and   totally  awake,  so   that   they  also  are   firm  in   their  decisions;;   their  

     

choice   of   these   created   spirits,  who   radically   and   irrevocably   rejected  God   and   his  
CCC  392;;  cf.  311  and  391).  

  

 
  

  

  It  follows  that  with  the  trial  of  the  angels  there  was  a  permanent  division  and  separa-­
tion  in  the  angelic  ranks.  That  was  very  painful  for  every  one,  for  God  (to  speak  in  an  
anthropomorphic  way),  for  us  and  for  angels  themselves.  

displaying   all   the  power  of   his   arm  and   the  whole  measure  of   the   love   he  
CCC  760).  

God  remains  steadfast  in  His  plan,  which  is  a  plan  of  total  love  and  kindness,  of  in-­

even  though  by  nature  they  were  very  perfect  and  numerous.  God  in  his  own  eternal  
simplicity  and  goodness  was  not   the  object  of   the  angelic   trial   (cf.  St.  Thomas  Aq.,  
Summa  Theologiae,  p.  I,  q.  63,  a.  3),  but  His  plan  of  love  founded  upon  the  Incarna-­
tion  of  the  Word  was  and  is  the  corner  stone.  Later,  for  men  too,  it  will  constitute  a  
stumbling  block  for  many  under  a  new  formality:    

announcement   of   the   Passion   scandalized   them...   The   Eucharist   and   the  
Cross  are  stumbling  blocks.  It  is  the  same  mystery  and  it  never  ceases  to  be  

CCC  1336).  
3.    Christ  as  the  center  of  the  angels  

to  be  seen  as  centered  in  Christ,  for  Christ  is  the  focal  point  of  the  reign  of  God.  It  is  
accomplished  in  and  through  Him.  

a)    The  center  of  the  angelic  world    
This  is  what  the  Catechism  states  clearly:    

were   created   through   and   for  
heaven  and  on  earth,  visible  and  invisible,  whether  thrones  or  dominions  or  
principalities   or   authorities   -­   all   things   were   created   through   him   and   for  

CCC  331).  
-­time  on  earth,  but   generally  

Church  reaches  out  to  beginning  and  end.  That  is,  therefore,  true  for  all  pure  spirits,  

CCC  391),  also  they  were  destined  to  help  build  this  reign.  This  is  simply  true  
for   all   creatures,   for   all   were   created   through   the  Word   and   according   to   no   other  
image  than  His:    

was  God.  He  was  in  the  beginning  with  God;;  all  things  were  made  through  
-­3).    

  


