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intercession  (cf.  Mt  18:10;;  Lk  16:22;;  Ps  34:7;;  91:10-­13;;  Job  33:23-­24;;  Zech  1:12;;  

CCC  336).  
CCC  352).  This  doc-­

trine   pertains   to   the  Good   News   the   Church   announces   to   all   mankind:   Heaven   is  
closer  to  each  one  of  us  than  we  think,  for  a  heavenly  Guardian  and  Guide  stands  by  
our   side.  No  one   is   left   alone   anywhere   in   this  world.  God   stands   close  by   us   also  

to  the  eternal  life,  according  to  the  Will  of  God  which  is  difficult  to  know  in  the  cir-­

dangers  and,  in  these  terms  the  Catechism  refers  to  the  personal  Guardian  Angel,  in  
whose  honor  the  Church  celebrates  memorial  throughout  the  World  on  October  2nd.    
In  harmony  with  the  sublime  goal  of  the  entire  Church  (cf.  CCC  1)  and  with  the  high  

-­14),   the  
Church  concludes  the  treatise  on  the  angels  with  this  deep  and  concrete  affirmation:  

CCC  336).  

4.  Dear  Brothers  in  the  Priesthood  
How  vast  is  the  panoramic  vision  which  opens  before  our  eyes  through  these  words,  

inhabitants  of  heaven,  our  powerful  holy  friends,  brothers  in  Christ,  helpers  and  lead-­
ers.  Should  we  not  constantly  pray:    

ence  at  our  side/among  us.  who  solicitously  direct  our  thought  to  You!  By  heeding  
their  guiding   light   and  admonitions  we  fulfill  more   faithfully   and  accurately  Your  
holy  Will.  Lord,  unite  us  even  more  intimately  to  our  angelic  companion  whom  You  
placed   at   our   side,   so   that  Your   glory  may   shine  more   brilliantly   through  our   life  
towards  those  whom  we  have  been  called  to  serve.  Amen.  

  
Fr.  Titus  Kieninger  ORC  
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Dear  Brothers  in  the  Priesthood!  
There  is  still  a  large  part  of  the  teaching  on  the  Angels  in  the  Catechism  which  we  did  

Catechism  refers  to  their  pres-­
ence   in   history,   in   the  Old  Testament,   during   the   Life   of   Jesus   as   described   in   the  

these  sections.  
1.  The  presence  of  the  holy  angels  in  the  time  of  the  Old  and  New  Testament  

CCC  332).    
  

We  were  able  to  verify  this  truth  extensively  in  our  past  meditations  on  the  angels  in  
the  Old   Testament.   Looking   back   in   the   light   of   this   paragraph,   we   are   impressed  
with  just  how  much  God  wanted  the  angels  to  participate  in  His  work.  He  wants  them  
to  participate  in  His  power  and  joy  in  calling  man,  the  rational  of  the  creatures  below  
them,  to  the  same  beatitude  in  heaven  which  they  already  enjoy  in  the  presence  of  the  
Triune  God.    
The  Catechism  refers  to  nine  events  in  which  the  holy  angels  somehow  interacted  in  

  

Abraham's  hand;;   communicated   the   law  by   their  ministry;;   led   the  People  of  God;;  
announced  births  and  callings;;  and  assisted  the  prophets,  just  to  cite  a  few  examples  

Acts  7:53;;  Ex  23:20-­23;;  Judg  13;;  6:11-­24;;  Is  6:6;;  1  Kings  19:5).  Finally,  the  angel  
Gabriel  announced  the  birth  of  the  Precursor  and  that  of  Jesus  himself  (cf.  Lk  1:11,  

CCC  332)      

closed  the  paradise;;  protected;;  saved;;  stayed  Abraham's  hand;;  communicated  the  law;;  

human  life,  in  all  situations  concerning  his  salvation  and  final  destiny,  man  can  count  
on  the  presence  and  active  help  of  the  angels.    
In   some   cases,   individuals   were   praying   to  God;;   in   answer  God   sent   the   angels   to  
their  aid.  But  in  almost  all  cases  mentioned  here,  the  angels  were  unexpectedly  sent  
by  God  to  those  who  seek  Him  and  lived  a  righteous  life.  



 
  

  

angelology  in  the  Catechism:    

CCC  350).  (St.  Thomas  Aquinas,  STh  I,  114,  3,  ad  3     ad  omnia  bona  nostra  
cooperantur   angeli

My  Way  of  Life,  135).  
  

CCC   392).  This   decision   included   the  willingness   to   serve   the   Son   of  God  
made  man  in  his  mission  and  in  the  building  up  His  Church  and  Kingdom  on  earth.  
Not  surprisingly,  therefore  the  Catechism  presents  another   long  paragraph  about  the  
presence  of  the  angels  in  the  earthly  life  of  Jesus:  

desert,  strengthen  him  in  his  agony  in  the  garden,  when  he  could  have  been  saved  by  
them  from  the  hands  of  his  enemies  as  Israel  had  been.  (Cf.  Mt  1:20;;  2:13,19;;  4:11;;  
26:53;;  Mk   1:13;;   Lk   22:43;;   2  Macc   10:29-­30;;   11:8).   Again,   it   is   the   angels   who  

tion  (cf.  Lk  2:8-­14;;  Mk  16:5-­7).  They  will  be  present  at  Christ's  return  (cf.  Acts  1:10
-­11),  which  they  will  announce,  to  serve  at  his  judgement  (cf.  Mt  13:41;;  24:31;;  Lk  
12:8-­ CCC  333).  

From  the  beginning  and  to  the  end,  from  birth  to  death,  indeed,  from  His  Incarnation  
to  His  Ascension,  when  among  men  and  when  alone,  when  threatened  by  the  enemy  

CCC  
351).  
However,  the  list  of  their  activities  can  be  divided  in  three  parts:    
1.  

  
2.   Christ,   by   becoming   like   us   in   all   things   in   the   Incarnation,   also   accepted   our  

tect  Jesus  in  his  infancy,  serve  him  in  the  desert,  strengthen  him  in  his  agony  in  the  

  
And  finally,  they  act  as  His  messengers  towards  men,  evangelizing,  proclaiming  the  
Good  News  and  announcing  His  return.  At  His  final  coming  they  will  be  with  Christ  
to  serve  at  His  judgment.  
2.  The  Angels  in  the  life  of  the  Church  

They  are  with  their  Lord,  present  in  His  Church.  We  read:    

 
  

  

powerful   help   of   angels   (cf.   Acts   5:18-­20;;   8:26-­29;;   10:3-­8;;   12:6-­11;;   27:23-­
CCC  334).  

As  they  never  left  Jesus  during  His  33  years  on  earth,  so  they  stay  with  Him  in  His  

where  help  is  needed.  Nothing  is  excluded!  This  is  a  great  consolation  for  us  priests,  
is  it  not?  Given  that  our  entire  life  is  dedicated  to  the  Kingdom  of  God,  in  all  things  
we  can  count  on  the  presence  and  help  of  the  angels,  whether  it  be  administration  and  
paperwork  and  in  constructions;;  whether  in  the  in  preparation  for  a  sermon,  the  ad-­
ministration  of  the  sacraments;;  whether  we  pray  privately  or  celebrate  the  holy  Mass;;  

  

the  Church  joins  with  the  angels  to  adore  the  thrice-­ CCC  335).    
This  is  true  for  the  entire  liturgy,  as  the  Fathers  of  the  II  Vatican  Council  stated:  

brated   in   the  Holy  City  of  Jerusalem  toward  which  we   journey  as  pilgrims,  where  
Christ   is  sitting  at   the  right  hand  of  God,  Minister  of   the  sanctuary  and  of   the  true  
tabernacle.  With  all   the  warriors  of   the  heavenly  army  we  sing  a  hymn  of  glory  to  

SC  8;;  in  CCC  1090).  
And   this   truth   obtains   with   still   greater   intensity   in   some   particular   moments   and  
mysteries:  

In  Paradisum  dedu-­
cant   te   angeli

angels   more   particularly   (St.   Michael,   St.   Gabriel,   St.   Raphael,   and   the   guardian  
CCC  335).  

were  taken  out  of  the  definitive  and  critical  edition.  This  applies  to  the  reference  to  
the  Roman  Canon,  the  First  Eucharistic  Prayer,  because  the  discussion  still  goes  on,  
whether  the  angel  mentioned  there  is  one  of  the  created  spirits  or  whether  it  refers  to  
Christ  Himself.  The  other  examples  are   taken,  one   from  the  Roman   funeral   liturgy,  
and  one  from  the  Byzantine  Liturgy.     They  should  stimulate  a  more   intense  aware-­

CCC  352).  
3.  The  Angels  in  the  personal  life  of  the  faithful  
Thereafter  the  Catechism  directs  its  attention  to  the  angelic  assistance  in  the  lives  of  
individual   Christians.   For  God  we   are   not   indiscriminate   numbers,   but   unique   per-­
sons,  each  one  with  his  proper  dignity.  This  is  especially  underlined  not  by  a  footnote  
in  some  register  in  some  officebook,  but  through  the  presence  of  a  personal  heavenly  
servant  of  God,  placed  in  charge  of  this  particular  human  person  throughout  its  life-­
time  on  earth.  We  read:      


